Employment Situation, September 1984 by Maine Department of Labor et al.
Maine State Library
Digital Maine
Center for Workforce Research and Information
Documents Labor
9-1-1984
Employment Situation, September 1984
Maine Department of Labor
Maine Bureau of Employment Security
Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Labor at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Center for Workforce Research
and Information Documents by an authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.
Recommended Citation
Maine Department of Labor, Maine Bureau of Employment Security, and Maine Division of Economic Analysis and Research,
"Employment Situation, September 1984" (1984). Center for Workforce Research and Information Documents. 418.
https://digitalmaine.com/cwri_docs/418
~·w~1 I" 
"' 
,. 
BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
A traditional seasonal reduction in both resident employment and unemployment at the close of 
the summer tourist season resulted in a drop in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area's 
unemployment rate. The rate fe 11 from 3 .8 percent in August to 3 .4 percent in September. 
Resident employment declined from 24,150 to 22,960, with layoffs in shipbuilding; retail trade; 
and hotels, motels, and other 1 odgi ng pl aces. Unemployment decreased from 950 in August to 810 
in September, largely due to unemployed students leaving the labor force . Last year 1,260 
local residents were out of work, and the unemployment rate was 5.1 percent. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Employment levels in the Biddeford-Sanford Labor Market Area dipped somewhat in September. 
Resident employment fell from 33,700 in August to 32,500 in September. However, a concurrent 
decline in unemployment from 1,900 to 1,800 resulted in the unemployment rate also dropping to 
5.2 percent from 5.3 percent in August. The September unemployment rate of 9.2 percent falls 
between the rates for the state and nation of 4.9 percent and 7.1 percent, respectively . A 
year ago the local unemployment rate was 7.0 percent, and 2,400 persons were jobless. In the 
nonfarm sector this September, employment gains in state and local government partially offset 
losses in textiles and apparel as well as seasonal losses in nonmanufacturing . 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
A decline in the number of unemployed students who dropped out of the labor force to return to 
school helped to lower the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA's unemployment rate from 6 . 5 percent in August 
to 6.1 percent in September, Meanwhile, the state's unemployment rate fell from 5.1 percent to 
4.9 percent, while the national rate dropped from 7 . 3 percent to 7 . 1 percent. Resident 
employment declined by 700 in September as a result of layoffs in rubber and plastics footwear, 
food and kindred products, .and contract construction . Total joblessness in the area decreased 
from 2,600 to 2,400. Last year at this time, the unemployment rate in the SMSA stood at 7. 3 
percent. 
~---iiAr~-
~::J\fs-'"L.~?f"U ----.....u..r--v~ ~~·•,l-· -~ £ ~- .. ,-.f<-..,A·..--~ (] ............... '-...,,s..3><!'.-• 
i,,. 
~ 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Between August and September employment and unemployment both declined in the Portland SMSA . 
Resident employment dropped 1,700 to 100,600, while the number unemployed dropped 100 to 3,300. 
The unemployment rate in the SMSA remained at 3.2 percent. At the same time the rate for the 
state fell from 5.1 percent in August to 4.9 percent in September. The unemployment rate for 
the nation fell from 7.3 percent to 7.1 percent. The employment drop can be attributed chiefly 
to seasonal declines in the nonfann sector, particularly in wholesale and retail trade, 
services, and transportation equipment. State and local government employment rose due to the 
start of the school year, but the full impact of increases at state educational institutions 
may not be evidenced until October. Manufacturing employment dropped slightly, as gains in 
transportation equipment could not offset losses in food and kindred products and leather and 
leather products. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area improved sl i ghtly from 7. 3 percent i n 
August to 6.8 percent in September. Total unemployment fel 1 fr001 1,530 to 1,350, which was 
mostly due to unemployed students leaving the labor force. Resident employment declined fr001 
19,330 to 18,430, with seasonal employment losses in contract construction, retail trade, and 
services. Last year 19,150 residents were employed, while 1,660 were unemployed , and the 
unemployment rate was 8.0 percent. This September's unemployment rate was well above 
corresponding state and national unemployment rates of 4.9 percent and 7.1 percent, 
respectively . 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate slipped lower in the Waterville Labor Market Area during September. 
Resident employment dropped from 21,680 in August to 21,220 in September, and the number 
unemployed dropped from 1,160 to 1,060. The resultant unemployment rate of 4.8 percent was 
just below the statewide rate of 4.9 percent and well below the national unemployment rate of 
7.1 percent. A year ago the local area recorded an unemployment rate of 7.4 percent. At that 
time, 20,680 local residents were employed, while l ,650 were jobless. This year the declines 
in employment were led by losses in paper and allied products . The nonmanufacturing sector 
also evidenced employment declines. Most of these were seasonal in nature and occurred in 
services. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES 1 
STATISTICAL 
DATA 
SERIES: CLF 9-84 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
AREAS Sept. 84 2 Aug. 84 2 Sept. 833 Sept. 84 Aug. 84 Sept. 83 Sept. 84 Aug. 84 Sept. 83 Sept. 84 
LABOR MARKET AREAS: 
AUGUSTA ..... . .... . ........ . .......... 30, 180 30 ,960 29,900 l ,570 l ,630 l ,810 5.2 5.3 6 .1 28,610 
BANGOR-BREWER ...... ,.. ......... . . ... . 43,100 43,600 43,200 1 ,700 l, 700 2,800 3.9 3.9 6.5 41 ,400 
BATH-BRUNSWICK .............. . ..... 23, 770 25,100 24,900 810 950 1 ,260 3.4 3.8 5.1 22,960 
BELFAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . 11 ,350 11 , 930 11 ,590 840 l, l 00 l, 110 7.4 9.2 9.6 l O ,510 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD ............. . .. 34,300 35 ,600 34,300 1,800 1 ,900 2,400 5.2 5.3 7.0 32,500 
BOOTHBAY HARBOR·WISCASSET ..... 9,560 10,550 10,000 370 440 500 3.9 4.2 5.0 9,190 
CALAIS-EASTPORT . .. . .. .. .. ......... 15,930 21 ,420 15,540 1 ,070 1 ,290 l ,490 6.7 6.0 9.6 14,860 
CARIBOU-PRESQUE ISLE .............. 27,850 21,400 28,680 2,590 2,350 3,590 9.3 11.0 12.5 25,260 
CENTRAL PENOBSCOT... . ......... 3,550 3,740 3,760 150 170 200 4.2 4.5 5.3 3,400 
DOVER·FOXCROFT . . ... .. ....... 6,660 6,820 6,690 350 400 470 5.3 5.9 7.0 6,310 
ELLSWORTH ........... . ....... . .... 24,300 27 ,5 70 2 3, l 00 860 940 1, 110 3.5 3.4 4.8 23,440 
FARMINGTON .. . ......... . ............ 12,710 12,930 13, 360 920 1,020 1 ,040 7.2 7.9 7.8 11, 790 
FORT KENT-ALLAGASH . 
········· 
9,460 5,520 8,600 500 400 590 5.3 7.2 6.9 8,960 
GREENVILLE . . ... 
''' · ········· 
1 ,610 1,650 l ,690 110 120 70 6.8 7.3 4 .1 1 ,500 
HOULTON . ..... . ... . .. . . . .......... .. . 7,920 5 ,360 7,910 420 410 760 5.3 7.6 9.6 7,500 
KITTERY·YORK ..... . . . 27,920 31,360 26,620 480 540 650 l. 7 l: 7 2.4 27,440 
LEWISTON-AUBURN SMSA . ..... .. . 39 ,300 40,200 39,600 2,400 2,600 2,900 6. 1 6.5 7.3 36,900 
LINCOLN·HOWLAND ........... . .... 5,940 6,120 5,900 230 270 380 3.9 4.4 6.4 5, 710 
LIVERMORE FALLS ........ . ..... 6,870 6 ,320 6,440 610 610 620 8.9 9.7 9.6 6,260 
MADAWASKA-VAN BUREN . 6,360 4,290 6,400 390 320 620 6. 1 7.5 9.7 5 ,970 
MECHANIC FALLS . 
········ 
2,640 3,360 2,420 210 270 260 8.0 8.0 10.7 2 ,430 
MILLINOCKF.T·EAST MILLINOCKET ... 5,050 5,230 5, 170 160 160 320 3.2 3.1 6.2 4,890 
PATTEN-ISLAND FALLS . 4,160 2,420 4, 170 160 120 310 3.8 5.0 7.4 4,000 
PORTLAND SMSA .................... . .. 103,900 105,700 98,600 3, 300 3,400 5,200 3.2 3.2 5.3 100,600 
ROCKLAND .......... . . . ....... , . .... ... 18,810 20,080 18 ,480 790 890 1 ,290 4.2 4.4 7.0 18 ,020 
RUMFORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 19,780 20,860 20,810 l ,350 1 ,530 1 ,660 6.8 7.3 8.0 18 ,430 
SEBAGO LAKES REGION .. .~ . .. . . .. 12, 860 15,600 12,110 500 570 740 3.9 3.7 6. l 12, 360 
SKOWHEGAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,280 23,040 22, 140 l ,360 l ,640 2,260 6 .1 7. 1 10.2 20,920 
SOUTHWEST PENOBSCOT .. .. ... . ... 8,390 8,520 8,220 620 670 850 7.4 7.9 10.3 7 ,770 
WATERVILLE .. 22,280 22,840 22, 330 1 ,060 1, 160 1 ,650 4.8 5. 1 7.4 21 ,220 
STATES:4 
MAINE . .. . ... . ............ ······ 568.6 580. l 562.5 27 .6 29.6 38.9 4.9 5. l 6.9 541. 0 
CONNECTICUT .............. .... . .. n/a l ,672. 1 l,613.4 n/a 70.9 81. 3 n/a 4.2 5.0 n/a 
MASSACHUSETTS ......... ........... 3,048.0 3,098.0 3,005.0 137. 0 14 7 .0 211 . 7 4.5 4.7 7.0 2,910.0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ........... , .. .. ..... n/a 536. 5 512.6 n/a 16.2 17. 6 n/a 3.0 3.4 n/a 
RHODE ISLAND ......... . .............. 498.2 494.0 478.5 22.5 24.9 31.5 4.5 5.0 6.6 475. 7 
VERMONT .. . .......... ... ..... 276.9 274. l 267.7 9.8 11. 2 "13. 3 3.5 4. 1 5.0 267 .1 
NEW ENGLAND STATES4 ........... , n/a 6,654.8 6,439. 7 n/a 299.8 394. 3 n/a 4.5 6. l n/a 
UNITED STATES4 ....................... 113,843 115 ,076 112,197 8,051 8,382 9,830 7. l 7.3 8.8 105, 792 
1 All estimates shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the State and sub-State areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State. 
2 Preliminary estimates. 
Aug. 84 Sept. 83 
29,330 28,090 
41 , YOO 40,400 
24,150 23,640 
10,830 10,480 
33,700 31 ,900 
10,110 9,500 
20, 130 14,050 
19,050 25,090 
3,570 3,560 
6,420 6,220 
26 ,630 21 ,990 
11 ,910 12,320 
5,120 8,010 
l ,5 30 1 ,620 
4,950 7,150 
30,820 25,970 
37,600 36,700 
5,850 5,520 
5,710 5 ,820 
3 ,970 5,780 
3,090 2,160 
5,070 4,850 
2 ,300 3,860 
102,300 93,400 
19,190 17, 190 
19,330 19,150 
15 ,030 11 ,370 
21 ,400 19,880 
7,850 7,370 
21 ,680 20,680 
550.5 523.6 
l ,601:2 l ,532. 1 
2 ,951.0 2,793.3 
520.3 495.0 
469. l 447.0 
262.9 254.4 
6 ,355 .0 6,045.4 
106,694 102 ,366 
3 Revised estimates. 
4 In thousands. 
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STATISTICAL 
DATA 
EMPLOYMENT srrUATION> 
SERIES: ES-9-84 SEPTEMBER 1984 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE· LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Declines in resident employment and a concurrent decline in the number unemployed helped to lower the 
unemployment rate slightly in the Augusta Labor Market Area during September. Resident employment dropped from 
29,330 in August to 28,610 in September, while unemployment dropped from 1,630 to 1,570. The resultant 
unemployment rate of 5.2 percent was just below the August ra.te of 5.3 percent. This month 1s unemployment rate 
is lower than the 6.1 percent recorded locally last September and compares favorably with the current national 
rate of 7.1 percent. However, the local rate remained above the state's rate of 4.9 percent for the fourth 
consecutive month. The manufacturing sector evidenced overall employment losses with food and kindred products, 
textile mill products, and metals and machinery each evidencing small employment declines. The nonmanufacturing 
sector al so evidenced employment losses, which were largely seasonal in nature and generally occurred in 
services and trade. 
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BANGOR-BREWER LABOR MARKET AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Bangor-Brewer Labor Market Area remained relatively unchanged between August and 
September. Resident employment declined from 41,900 in August to 41,400 in September, while both unemployment 
and the unemployment rate remained unchanged at 1,700 and 3.9 percent, respectively. A year ago 2,800 residents 
were unemployed and the unemployment rate stood at 6.5 percent. Manufacturing employment declined by 
approximately 250 with the largest decreases occurring in leather and leather products and paper and allied 
products. In nonmanufacturing, slight employment growth occurred in wholesale and retail trade and government. 
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